The Planning Inspectorate

. Date: 1 July 2025
Botley West Solar Farm Consultation i

Our ref: 6630\506219689.2\120382.00025

Your ref:

Direct tel: _
E-mail:

_@gateleylegal.com

BotleyWestSolar@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Dear Sirs
Response to Botley West Solar Farm Development Consent Order (“DCQO”) Consultation

DCO Development: Solar photovoltaic array and connection infrastructure, with a maximum
intended generation capacity of 840M

Client: The Chancellor Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford
We write on behalf of The Chancellor Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford.

Further to our Client’s previous Relevant Representation dated 25 February and the summary of oral
representations dated 7 June 2025 in response to the Botley West Solar Farm DCO Consultation, the
University has reviewed the Applicant’s responses to the Relevant Representations and comments as
follows.

Applicant’s Response regarding Change in use of Productive Agricultural Land.

Reference has been made in the Applicant’s response to the Relevant Representations that 'the Code
of Construction Practice would ensure that farming within landholdings will continue to operate
effectively during the construction phase', however, until such time as cable routes, detailed design
and construction phasing are finalised it is impossible to be able to guarantee this. The University
understands work continues to narrow down the proposed cable routes but it appears that is some
time away until this can be confirmed, accordingly uncertainty will persist.

Applicant’s Response in relation to Wytham Woods

Reference has been made to there being 'no significant effects identified from representative
viewpoints within or at the edge of Wytham Woods' and while this may be the case from certain
viewpoints it is also likely that there will be many viewpoints from which the completed scheme will
have an impact on the character of the landscape particularly the views to the south from the elevated
position of Wytham Woods, (145m above sea level), towards Cumnor, (120m above sea level).

As advised by Mark Juniper, (Rural Surveyor for the University of Oxford), at the Issue Specific Hearing
1 on 15" May 2025, the University owns land occupied by Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, (copy
Tenancy Plans attached at Appendix 1), which has operated nature-based outdoor learning and
activities from the site for over 100 years.

The site runs from the B4044, Eynsham to Botley Road, (70m above sea level), rising steeply up to
the north to Cowleaze Copse, (over 135m above sea level), with far reaching views to the south, (as
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shown on the attached marked-up plan at Appendix 2). The concern here is that during the
construction phase there will likely be significant adverse impact on access to and enjoyment of the
site owing to increased traffic, road closures and associated works. Post completion the scheme will
impact the enjoyment of the existing far-reaching views to the south, which are a particular highlight
for visitors to the 'High Dorm' at Hill End.

The Applicant’s comments in relation to mitigation strategy as relate to the Wytham Woods/Stroud
Copse SSSI are noted and the University look forward to reviewing detailed Method Statements, Work
Plans and Phasing Schedules as these become available.

Applicant’s Response in relation to Cable Routes

The University has been engaging with the Applicant in respect of a preferred route for the cable
corridor over its landholding. Discussions are still at an early stage but the University has confirmed to
the Applicant its favoured cable route which would be the shortest and therefore is anticipated to
provide the lowest impact. Further survey work is to be undertaken along the proposed route to ensure
the feasibility of the same. This will provide comfort for the Tenant and University and allow
engagement around easements, mitigation strategy, likely timing, remediation strategy and cropping
for future harvest years.

In summary, while the Code of Construction Practice and Compensation Code are noted as providing
mechanisms aimed at protecting a Landowners interest, the University feels that these should not be
relied upon in isolation and that ongoing engagement and communication between the Applicant, the
Landowner and their Tenants is the best way to keep all informed and to ensure that multiple interests
are accommodated in scheme design, phasing and planning.

Accompanied Site Visit Nomination

In light of the University’s comments in respect of the Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, the University
would propose to nominate an Accompanied Site Inspection (ASI) to Hill End Outdoor Education
Centre to view the Southern Site, (proposed location as marked on the plan at Appendix 2).

Yours faithfully,

el

Cabele (/', e L’?c’l(

Gateley Legal

506219689.2



APPENDIX 1
TENANCY PLANS

506219689.2



S3DIAN3S S31VIST SIDIANIS SILVLST ALISHIAINN QHOAX0 & g (G10) easy weyihpy v3ayy/3LIS
61250000} JAqWInN
37vOS LON OQ "SNOISNIWIQ TV MOIHO | NOISIATY . dO014 82u9aI Aening oueupiQ
207 Aleniqe s paniasal syybu |1y
120z Aienugad 10 31va 000'02:1 (e£8) wued pu3 [liH ONIdTING ‘6102 JuBUAdoD UMoI) @
'€l | A8 Q3AONdAY | ¥V | 32IS ¥3dvd | 3F1voS 92/L0/V2/Nd/Sd1/EER ON ONIMYYA
H'D A8 Q3)03HD 'S A8 NMYHQ ealy JAPIM - ISSS - G ue| J1LIL ONIMYHA S3LON TVHINID
: A\ B S . :
e / AR ..n Asae ot i
5 . : \ » ¥ =
% & 5 e é
~ ) m%. = ) ,
= ,Ap\/ I
1 (NV e
O /
e - —,. <
- o , .,. q@:\
A“
: < N
5
B L = 7
» - > - A
& 2 F 2
\ W. S e &
: fx - .\.‘.aw.wu S
-~ _ o A
&, l’ -
] 5 x, 3 ®
£ e~ . B =
\~ 3 = lllAL
= 2 b \ y > !
- < (] { g ,
G ue|d 9sea ' = iy :
, T < o5 F -
| ch . r-ﬂ&n@ { ; )
LA A Ot Tl
]




|
[
|

Lease Plan 1
/

Accessway falling outside Demised Land (1:250)

GENERAL NOTES DRAWING TITLE Lease Plan 1 - Demised Land
DRAWING NO 833/LP1/PM/21/01/26 UNIVERSITY OF
BUILDING Hill End Farm (833)
FLOOR :

SITE / AREA Wytham Area (015) ESTATES SERVICES
© Crown Copyright 2019, [ DRAWN BY DMS. | SCALE 1:4000 CHECK ALL DIMENSIONS. DO NOT SCALE
Ord::r::?emssurrif;rt?:énce CHECKED BY C.H. PAPER SIZE A4 © OXFORD UNIVERSITY ESTATES SERVICES

L- Number 100005215 APPROVED BY I.B.C. REVISION B DATE 01 February 2021



APPENDIX 2
HILL END OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE
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Notes

1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of
RPS's appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and
conditions of that appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this
document other than by its client and only for the purposes for which it
was prepared and provided.

2. Ifreceived electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to
correct scale. Only written dimensions should be used.
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